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The importance of inscriptions for the history of Ancient v^ia

can scarcely be exaggerated. Even in the obscure fields of this
torical activity the services of epigraphy are invaluable. To take one
instance, the exact place where Buddha was born was for a very
long rime unknown. Buddhist scriptures no doubt told us that he
wras born in a grove of sal (Shorea robusta) trees, called Lumbim-
vana, as his mother was going from Kapilavastu, the capital of her
husband's kingdom, to Devadaha, the town of her father's residence.
But where was this Lumbim-vana to be located? It was true that
some clue had been afforded by the notices of the place by the
Chinese pilgrims Fa-hsien and Hsiian-tsang. And, in fact, an
attempt had been made by Cunningham and his assistants to locate
it with the help of their itineraries, but without any success. And the
world continued to be ignorant as ever before of the exact location
of the birthplace of the founder of Buddhism. It wTas, however, in
December, 1896, that a stone pillar was found by Dr. Fiihrer, in the
village of Paderia in the Nepal Tarai (jungle belt), three miles north
of the tahsil (subdivision) Bhagwanpur of the zillah (district) Butoul.
Suspecting that the pillar might contain some inscription, he began
to excavate round about it. He had hardly gone three feet below
the surface of the ground wiien a record engraved on the pillar was
exposed to view. The inscription tells us that Asoka had come
to this place in person twenty years after his coronation, performed
worship and freed the Lumbini village from all taxation, just because
' here the blessed one was born.' The site of the pillar also is still known
as Rummindei, the first component of which, namely, Ruminin,
doubtless corresponds to Lumbini. It is thus an epigraphic record
which has settled the exact location of the place where Buddha first
saw the light, neither the description of the place in the Buddhist
works nor the itineraries of the Chinese pilgrims being of any value.
If in such an obscure field as that of topography epigraphy can be